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A  strong  civilian  demand,  accompanied  by  an  8  to  12  percent  reduction  from  last 
year  in  output,  will  tend  to  keep  wholesale  prices  of  eggs  at  or  near  ceiling  levels  for 
the  rest  of  1945.  These  levels  vary  seasonally.  If  noncivilian  takings  of  eggs  do  not 
increase  substantially  from  present  levels,  civilian  consumption  per  capita  in  1945 
probably  will  be  about  5  percent  above  the  previous  record  in  1944. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


AYERAOE 

1944 

194S 

CURRENT 

MONTH 

ITEM 

UNIT 

AS  PESO 

INT  or 

period 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

YEAH 
EARLIER 

AVER- 
AGE 

I  lion 

19  84-48 

340.  7 

334.7 

449.  8 

446.  2 

417.9 

409.  3 

92 

122 

limber 

19  84-48; 

n  cc 
/.  65 

9. 36 

.  9.98 

12. 12 

9.92 

11.  69 

96 

126 

Total  fam  production  of  eggs     .  .  .  . 
Stocks,  egg  a,  0.  S. : 

Mil.  dos. 

1984-48 

216.  3 

262.8 

378.7 

449.8 

346.  5 

398.8 

89 

152 

■ 

1,000  case 

18  14-41 

207 

277 

766 

2,  008 

296 

624 

26 

189 

19  84-48 

1,  689 

1,  364 

2,  179 

2,  6  29 

2,  640 

2,  277 

87 

168 

1  000  case 

19  84-48 

1,  795 

1,  632 

2,  944 

4,  6  87 

2.  9  36 

2,  801 

60 

172 

Mil.  lb. 

— 

42.  6 

61.2 

107.9 

111.1 

217 



apparent  egg  disappearance,  civilian: 

Total  ahell  egg  equivalent  

Mil.  dot. 

1984-48 

846. 7 

268. 6 

816.  2 

309.  1 

858 . 8 

349. 9 

113 

133 

Dried  egg  productioa   

Mil.  lb. 

— — — 





21.  4 

26.  2 

16.0 





Commercial  katckery  operations 

Million 



Million 

19  84-48' 

81.0 

74.  6 

48 . 2 

128.  4 

50.6 

108 . 5 

82 

146 

Receipts: 

1984-48 

Poultry,  dressed,   foar  markets    .  .  . 

Mil.  lb. 

24.0 

16.4 

97  K 
.1  ■  9 

25U  .  4 

29 . 6 

18 . 0 

88 

UC 

Poultry,  lire,  Ckicago   

Mil.  lb. 

i  ri  an     a  a 

1939  -  48 

8.7 

8.5 

8.  4 

1. 8 

1.  3 

9 

60 

26 

Poultry,  lire,  New  Tork   

Mil.  lb. 

1939-48 

9.0 

8. 1 

in  n 

ii  fi 

i  1.  0 

A  1 
D  .  1 

7  7 

66 

96 

Poaltry,  lire.  Midwest,  par  plaat  .  . 

1,000  lb. 

1934-49 

9.6 

8.1 

16. 6 

7.  6 

8 . 3 

4^0 

68 

49 

Fowl  (kens),  lire,  Midwest,  par  plaat 

1,000  lb. 

19 14-48 

7. 1 

6.9 

u!e 

5^9 

6.6 

2.  8 

47 

41 

Toaag  stock,  lire,  Midwest,  per  plaat 

1,000  lb. 

1934-48 

2.8 



8.5 

1.  2 

1. 4 

1.0 

83 



Stocks,  poultry:  1 

1934-43 

Broilers  

Mil.  lb. 

12.  5 

10.  4 

14.7 

18.6 

4.8 

3.5 

26 

34 

Pryers   

Mil.  lb. 

1984-43 

12.8 

10.  6 

20.7 

17.8 

11.5 

11.1 

62 

106 

Boastera  ,  •  , 

Mil.  lb. 

1984-  48 

31.6 

26.  4 

41.8 

.  88.9 

26.  3 

21.  7 

59 

82 

Fowls  (less)        .  .  .  .  .  

Mil.  lb. 

1V14-4* 

26. 0 

20 . 6 

69.7 

59.7 

68.7 

44.8 

22 

Turkeys   . 

Mil.  lb. 

i»  44—  40 

88 . 9 

85. 9 

48.3 

47.  1 

74.  1 

62.6 

133 

174 

Dicks   .  .  .  • 

Mil.  lb. 

1984-48 

8.7 

2.  4 

2.  2 

1.6 

1.7 

1.0 

62 

42 

Miscellaaeoaa  aad  aaclasai f led    .  .  . 

Mil.  lb. 

1934-48 

23.  5 

19.  5 

42.6 

46.9 

41.  2 

40.  6 

88 

208 

Mil.  lb. 

19 14-41 

148.0 

125. 8 

240.0 

220  . 9 

215.  6 

184.  2 

83 

146 

Prices  received  by  tamers: 

Cent 

1914-48 

28. 7 

21.7 

84.6 

81. 9 

41.0 

85.8 

112 

166 

Bggs,  parity  price  per  dotes.  .... 

Cent 

1914-41 

28.8 

25.8 

86.  1 

32. 3 

87.4 

84.0 

106 

132 

Percent 

1914-48 

81 

84 

96 

99 

110 

10  6 

106 

126 

Cent 

19  14-  41 

14.7 

16.0 

28. 9 

28.7 

24.  2 

24.  6 

10  3 

168 

Chickens,  parity  price  per  poaad   .  . 

Cent 

19 14-41 

15.0 

15. 1 

19 . 2 

19.  3 

19.  6 

19 . 6 

10  2 

130 

Chickens,   percentage  of  parity    .  .  . 

Percent 

1914-48 

98 

99 

124 

128 

123 

1Z5 

10  2 

126 

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  poaad     .  . 

Cent 

1919-41< 

19. 6 

19. 1 

32.  4 

32.0 

84.  4 

38.9 

106 

177 

Cent 

19  89  -  41' 

19.4 

20.8 

24.  2 

24. 8 

24. 8 

24.8 

10  2 

119 

Turkeys,  percentage  of  parity     .  .  . 

Percent 

1919-41 

101 

92 

134 

182 

139 

187 

10  4 

149 

All  fan  connodities  (11 10- 14-  W6I 

Index  no. 

19  34-48 

116 

117 

196 

195 

20  1 

199 

10  2 

170 

Ckickeas  aad  egga  (19W-14-  WO) 

Index  no. 

19  84-48 

116 

118 

178 

18 1 

199 

19  8 

107 

164 

Wholesale  prices,  Ckicago: 

Bggs,  standards,  per  doses*        .  .  . 

Cent 





84.9 

83.6 

38. 7 

86.0 

107 



Lire  keary  keas,  per  poasd  .... 

Cent 

19  39-43 

19.  6 

19. 1 

24.0 

24.0 

26.0 

26.  6 

110 

187 

Lire  broilers,  per  poaad  ..... 

Cent 

ii  SS -  48 

19.  1 

20.0 

27. 6 

27.  6 

-— " 

Lire  fryers,  per  poaad  ...... 

Cent 

1989-48 

19.  8 

21.  2 

27. 5 

27.5 

29.  6 

30.0 

109 

142 

tire  roasters,  keary,  per  poaad     .  . 

•a     •          _e  •                   aj      _  ^s*  7_a_ 

Vaolasale  prices,  New  Tork: 

Cent 

18  89-  48 

22.  2 

28.8 

27.6 

27 . 6 

29. 5 

30.0 

109 

128 

Dressed  broilers,    16-10  poaads  per 

Dressed  roasters,  48-54  poaads  per 

Cent 

19 14-48 

24.  2 

28.7 

87.6 

87. 6 

88.0 

88.0 

10  1 

160 

Cent 

1984-48; 

26.  2 

.    26.  t 

37. 5 

87.6 

88.0 

88.0 

10  1 

149 

Dressed  fowls,  48-64  poaads  per 

Cent 

18  84-48 

22.  4 

22.  6 

88.6 

83.5 

34.0 

84.0 

10  1 

161 

Cask  fan  income: 

Total  marketiags  

Mil.  dol. 

1889-43 

889 

7 13 

1,  636 

1,  843 

1,  (64 

1,  286 

96 

180 

Poultry  aad  eggs  .......... 

Mil.  dol. 

1989-43 

80 

78 

'  147 

'  168 

168 

'  171 

108 

819 

Price  ratios: 

lb.  feed 

19  39-48 

18.6 

14. 6 

12. 1 

12. 1 

s 

I 

— — 

— 

Ckicago,  ligkt  roaster-feed  .... 

lb.  feed 

1989-41 

14.  1 

14. 6 

12. 1 

12. 8 

18.  1 

18.  2 

108 

9  1 

it.  feed 

19 14-48 

12.7 

11.  6 

11.' 8 

10.8 

14.  3 

12.  5 

116 

108 

Lb,  feed 

19  34-48 

8.0 

8.  2 

8.  2 

8.0 

8.  6 

8.6 

108 

10  6 

Lb.  feed 

1884-41, 

9.  6 

9.6 

11. 1 

10.8 

12.0 

11.  9 

110 

126 

Lb.  feed 

--- 



— 

9.7 

8.9 

11.  6 

10.  1 

118 

Dollar 

— 





8.68 

8.60 

3.64 

3.64 

98 

Peed  coat  per  cwt. ,  fans  poaltfy  ratios 

Dollar 

1914-43 

1.  86 

1.  87 

2.  26 

2.27 



Vaoleaale  food  prices  ( 1888-88  »  DO) 

Index  no. 

1984-41 

102.0 

10  8.  4 

182.6 

182.  1 

182.0 

Retail  food  prices  I  W36-39  -  WO) 

Index  no. 

1914-48 

109.0 

108.3 

186.  1 

134.6 

137.8 





Frl  c#s  p  aVid  b j  1 4fTn#rc  iftclvdifig  }  it#r- 

est  aad  taies  (WW- 14-  WO)      .  .  . 

Index  no. 

1884-48 

131 

182 

168 

169 

172 

172 

10  2 

180 

Retail  prices  (BL8): 

Roasters,  dressed,  per  poasd       .  .  . 

Cent 

1834-43 

81.9 

82.6 

44.9 

44.7 

46.5 

Bggs,  strictly  freak,  per  dotea     ,  . 

Cent 

1984-48 

88.8 

36.7 

64.3 

60.  3 

60.  2 

Noaagricaltoral  employees  compenue- 

Index  no. 

1884-48 

118.0 

119.2 

267.8 

264.  1 

273.  1 

1Bfld  of  month.     Frozen  egga  converted  to  case  equivalent. 


Adjusted  for  seasonal. 
*No  quotation. 
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THE      POULTRY      AND      SGG  SITUATION 


Content  s  : 
:  Page 

:  Summary    v  : 

:  Outlook   Lj, 

:  Recent  Developments   g  : 

:  Index  of  Special  Articles  19U2-UU    12 

SUMMARY 

Demand  for  eggs  during  the  past  3  months  ha.s  "been  unusually  strong  at 
or  near  ceiling  pric's..    This  situation  probably  will  continue  through  the 
sprint  and  suiTimer.    Prices  received  "oy  farmers  for  eggs  in  1 9^+5  probably 
will  average  moderately  above  last  year,  when  they  averaged  33*8  cents  per 
dozen,  9^  percent  of  parity. 

Supplies  of  eggs  available  for  civilians  in  19^5  may  he  larger  than 
last  year,  primarily  because  of  declines  in  WPA  procurement  even  though 
output  will  be  about  10  percent  less.    Purchases  of  dried  egg    by  WPA  for 
delivery  during  the  first  q.u.art-er  aggregated  approximately  20  million  pounds, 
about  one-third  of  l^st  year's  January-March  deliveries.     Although  civilian 
consumption  in  19^5  inav  be  above  the  previous  record  of  19^^»  demand  proba- 
bly will  exceed  supply  at  ceiling  prices  after  the  flush  production  season. 
This  would  result  from  a  continuation  of  hi^h  level  of  consumer  income  and 
shortages  of  other  foods,  mainly  meat. 

Into-s.tora.ge  movement  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  in  March  was  at  a  rate 
of  about  one-third  of  last  year's.    Because  of  a  large  decline  in  the  pro- 
curement of  eggs  by  dehydrators  for  future  processing,  the  total  into-storage 
movement  in  19^5  probably  v/ill  be  far  less  than  in  19^.  ^nd  may  he  the 
smallest  since  19^-1  • 


MARCH  I9U5  -  k  ~ 

Commercial  hatchery  output  continues  the  mixed  trends  of  recent 
months.     In  areas  in  and  around  the  principal  commercial  "broiler  regions, 
output  is  ahead  of  last  year;   in  the  main  egg-producing  territories,  hatch- 
ery production,  especially  in  the  l\Torth  Central  States,  is  "below  last  year. 
Relatively  low  egg  prices  received  "by  farmers  during  most  of  19^+  and  the 
uncertainty  last  fall   concerning  the  demand  for  eggs  in  19^5  ?re  main 
reasons  for  the  present  decreases  in  hatchery  output  in  the  egg-producing 
areas. 

Recently  WFA  urged  poultry  producers  to  increase  chick  T>roduction 
for  meat  purpose  only,  to  aid  the  military  in  obtaining  chicken  meat  and  to 
supplement  the  civilian  supply  of  red  meats.     The  Office  of  Economic 
Stabilization  has  authorized  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  to  raise 
price  ceilings  effective  July  1  on  young  chickens.     The  price-ceiliffig 
increases  will  avera.ge  about  1.25  cents  per  pound  on  an  annual  basis,  r?ng- 
ing  from  O.5  to  1.6  cents  per  pound,  depending  on  the  area*    The  average 
price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-February  was  2H.5  cents  per 
pound,   O.g  cent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

—    March  2U,  19U5 

OUTLOOK 

Civilian  Supplies,  of  Eggs  Large; 
Demand  Strong 

The  demand  for  eggs  during  the .past  3  months  has  been  unusually  stron 
at  or  near  ceiling  prices,  primarily  as  a.  result  of  the  high  level  of  con- 
sumer income  and  the  shortage  of  meats*    No  nagri  cultural  income,  payments 
in  January  were  6  percent  above  January  19UU  and  were  more  than  double 
the  pre-war  (1935-39)  January  average.     Available  indications  show  that 
consumption  of  eggs  by  civilians  during  the  first  2  months  of  the  year 
was  5  to  10 -percent  above  that  of  corresponding  months  of  19^.  pnd  -was  • 
at  a  new  record  high."  In  19UU,  egg  consumption  is  estimated  at  3U9  eggs  per 
capita,   compared  with  3U3  eggs  in  I9U3  *nd  *  1935-39  average  of  298  eggs. 
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With  no  restrictions  on  civilian  consumption  of  eggs,  some  sub- 
stitution of  eggs  for  meat  apparently  is  taking  place.     Pressure  on 
egg  supplies  "because  of  the  shortages  of  other  food  items  may  "become 
generally  apparent  "by  early  summer  and  nay  he  expected  to  increase  after 
the  flush  production  season. 

Market  reports  indicate  that  military  procurement  of  eggs  apparently 
is  running  ahead  of  last  year.     For  19^5  &s  a  v/hole  military  procurement 
probably  will  he  moderately  larger  than  in  I9UU. 

About  6  months  ago,   the  requirements  for  new  supplies  of  dried 
egg  for  lend-lease  purposes  were  negligible.     Recent  lend-lease  demands, 
however,   indicate  that  moderate  quantities  will  he  required,  although 
less  than  was  required  last  year.     During  Ijkk  dried  egg  purchases  for 
lend-lease  and  other  V.TA  programs  totaled  185  million  pounds.     In  addition, 
6l  million    pounds        of  dried  egg  and  5~l/2  million  cases  of  shell  eggs 
were  bought  for  price  support  purposes. 

WFA  procurement  for  lend-lease  purposes  so  far  in  19^5  has  been 
far  below  the  19^  level.     Shell  egg  purchases  by  WFA  have  been  negligible, 
even  though  some  quantities  are  desired  for  overseas  shipment.     Dried  egg 
purchases  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^5  were  only  about  one-third  of 
those  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^.     Dried  egg  purchases  probably 
will  continue  below  19^  levels  during  most  of  the  year.     In  19^»  "the 
equivalent  of  about  27  million  cases  of  shell  eggs  was    used  to  produce 
the  2~fh  million  pounds  of  dried  egg  bought  by  WFA. 

Table  1.-  Purchases  of  dried  whole  egg  by  the  '^rar  Food  Administration 
through  March  2^,  19^5>  "by  months  scheduled  for  delivery 


Year 


19^2 
19^3 
19UU 
191+5 


Jan. '  Feb. '  Mar. 'Apr. "May  'June'  July'Aug.    'Sept. '  Oct. 'Nov. 'Dec. "  Total 


Mil.  Mil.  Mil 
lb.     lb.  lb. 


11. k  12.9 

7.2  20.1 

26. U  27.O 

6.2  5.0 


Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil 
lb.     lb.     lb.      lb.      lb.  lb. 


13-1 
12.6 

18.3 
9-9 


13.U  18.3  17.5  IS. 5 
21  .k  17.2  10.9  19.6 
27.7  27.0  26.1  24.8 
6.6     .6  .5 


19.2 
19.9 
31.5 


19.2 
16.1 
2k.  2 


Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil. 

lb.     lb.     lb.  lb. 

22.0  25.3  15.8  206.6 

lG.k  20.1  28.1  209.6 

20. k  12.8    7.6  273.8 


Into-storage  Movement  of  S-ggs 
To  3e  Less  Than  in  I9UU 

Egg  production  during  19^5  will  "be  about  10  percent  below  last 
year.     Since  civilian  consumption  may  be  moderately  above  last  year  and 
military  procurement  large,  and  since  advance  purchases  of  dried  egg  by 
WA  have  been  comparatively  small,   the  into-storage  movement  of  eggs  and 
egg  products  probably  will  be  significantly  less  in  the  coming  into- 
storage  season  than  in  19^^ 
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During  February  and  March  1944,  egg  production  was  at  a  record  level  and 
a  "burdensome  supply  situation  developed.     The  net  into-storage  movement  in  19*44 
was  "begun  during  the  third  week  of  January,   and  was  the  earliest  on  record.     As  of 
March  25,  1944,   WFA  purchases  of  dried  egg  aggregating  24  million  pounds  for 
delivery  from  June  1944  through  January  1945  had  been  made.     No  purchases  for 
delivery  "beyond  June  this  year  had  "been  made  as  of  March  24. 

From  March  1  through  March  17?  19^5-   tjne  in£o~gtorage  movement  of  frozen 
and  shell  eggs  in  the  75  markets  was  equivalent  to32?,OOQ  cases,  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  into-storage  movement  'in  the  same  period  of  1944. 


Table  2.-  Net  into-storage  movement  of  eggs  at  75  markets,  March-April 

1977-41,  1944  and  1945 


Item 


Week  ending  as  0  f  1955' 


March 


7 

:    10  : 

17  : 

24  : 

71 

7  : 

14  : 

21 

2S 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

:  toa.se  s 

cases 

case  s 

cases 

cases 

case  s 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Shell 

Average 
1944 

1937-41 

28 
•  264 

9^ 
269 
82 

122 
^26 

162 
728 

247 
371 

298 
290 

361 
289 

428 
392 

4^7 
474 

194s   

•  41 

168 

Frozen 

Average 

19  77-41  s 

-19 

8 

32 

55 

89 

10  7 

105 

124 

126. 

"1  944 

133 

175 
36 

183 
75 

195 

213 

277 

261 

259 

313 

1945   

-15 

Egg  Prices  1 rob ably  Will  Remain  at 
Ceiling  Levels 

During  the  flush  production  season,  April  through  June,  the  demand  for  eggs 
to  take  care  of  current r.needs  and  the  demand  for  eggs  for  future  use  (storage  eggs! 
will  be  strong.     Wholesale  prices  of  eggs  probably  will  be  at  ceiling  levels  as  in 
the  past  3  months. 

On  the  basis  of  a  47-cent  October  option  egg  price,   the  present  level,   it  i 
is  estimated  that  egg  packers  could  pay  the  ceiling  price  of  77.8  cents  for 
current  receipts  f.o.b.  Chicago,  for  sales  by  first  receivers.     This  ceiling 
price  is  in  effect  from  March  1  through  June  6.     Based  on  past  relationships, 
the  farm  pjPrice  on  the  basis  of  a  current-receipt  price  of  77.8  cents  would  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  70  to  ^2  cents  per  dozen. 

For  the  last  half  of  1945  it  appears  that  a  strong -demand  for  eggs  will 
continue,  and  that  wholesale  and  retail  prices  probably  will  be  at  ceiling 
levels.    Frice  ceilings  on  eggs  reflect  100  percent  of  parity  to  farmers.  If 
ceiling  prices  prevail  at  wholesale  markets,   the  price  received  by  farmers  for 
eggs  would  average  7  to  5  cents  per  dozen  above  la=t  year.     During  the  second 
half  of  1944  prices  received  by  farmers  averaged  37.7  cents  per  dozen. 
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Demand  for  Baby  Chicks  for  Replacement 
Purposes  not  as  Strong  as  Last  Year 

Commercial  hatchery  output  during  February  continued  to  show  trends 
similar  to  those  indicated  in  previous'  months.     Hatchings  of  chicks  in 
areas  in  and  surrounding  the  areas  of  commercial  "broiler  production  were 
above  last  year.    But' hatchings  in  areas  in  and  surrounding  the  areas  of 
farm  flock  production  were  "below  last  year.     Increases  in  February  this 
year  compared  with  last  were  reported  in  the  following  regions:  South- 
Atlantic  States,  12  percent;  Middle  Atlantic  States,  9  percent;  Mountain 
States,   7  percent;  and  New  England  States,   2  percent.     Declines  by  regions 
were  as  follows:    West  North, Central  States,   3U  percent;  East  North.  Central 
States,   20  percent;  and  Pacific  Coast  States,   3  percent. 

The  total  numbed  of  eggs  set  during  February  was  15  percent  below 
that  of  February  19^t  while  orders  for  chicks  a.s  of  March  1  were  10  per- 
cent less.     Especially  pronounced  was  the  27  percent  decline  in  the  number 
of  eggs  set  in  the  West  North  Central  States.  ' -: 

Hatchery  activities  for  flock  replacement  purposes  were  far  below 
last  year  because  of  the  unfavorable  egg  price_ situation  during  most  of 
19^^,  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  demand  for  eggs  in  19^5  ••     The  supply 
of  hatching  eggs  is  smaller  than  last  year,  and  this  may  be-. a  factor  in  .. 
keeping  commercial  hatchings  at  a  lower  level  during  19^5  than  in  19^> 

Farmers  Intend  to  Cultivate 

Near- Record  Acreage  in  19^5  : 

As  of  March  1,   farmers  indicated  that  they  intended  to.  plant  and 
cultivate  almost  36U  million  acres  of  field  crops,  slightly  less  than 
last  year's  acreage.     If  yields  of  recent  years  are  realized,   this  would 
provide  near-record  crops. 

Prospective  intended  acreages  of  some  of  the  major  crops  for  19^5 
as  a  percentage  of  19^  are  as  follows:     corn,  97  percent;  oats,  £08 
percent;  barley, -86  percent;  and  grain  sorghum, ' 89  percent.    On  the 
basis  of  yields  of  recent  years,  the  production-  of  the  U  important  feed 
grains — corn,   oats,  barley,   and  sorghum  grains—would  be  about  119  million 
tons,   or  2  million  tons  less  than  the  record  ljkk  output.     A  production 
of  feed  grains  of  this  volume,   together  with  a  probable  increase  in 
carry-over,  would  be  sufficient  to- take  care  of  expected  feed  requirements 
for  the  19^5_^6  marketing  year.     The'  number  of  grain- consuming  animals  on 
farms  on  January  1,  19^5  was  '1^  percent  below  the  record,  number  on  January  1 
."        "  -    ■  ,  v    •  -•l  • 

-   "  ■  t 

RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

WFA  Urges  Increases  in  Poultry  Meat  Production; 
OPA  Raises  Price  Ceilings 


Because  of  large  military  requirements  and  shortages  of  red  meats, 
-the  War  Food  Administration  is- 'urging  poultry  producers  to  raise  more 
chicks  for  meat  purposes  -only.     Requirements  of  the  armed  forces  are  indi- 
cated at  the  equivalent  of  67O  million  pounds  of  dressed  poultry,  about 
twice  as  much  as  last  year.     At  present  the  armed  forces  are  procuring 
large  quantities  of  broilers  in  the  four  important  broiler -producing 
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areas  under  War  Food  order  No.  119  •     *lso,  War  Pood  Order  Ho.  125  and  sub- 
sequent amendments  require  eviscerat'ers  who  are  processing  more  than  10,000 
pounds  of  -ooultry  in  any  week  to  set  aside  100  percent  above  10,000  pounds 
of  eviscerated  poultry  for  use  in  canning  operations.     The  order  further 
orovides  that  all  canned  -ooultry  items-  be  set  aside  for  sale  to  the  armed 
forces . 

In  order  to  aid  in  obtaining  more  -ooultry,  the  Office  of  Economic 
Stabilization  has  authorized  the  OPA  to  increase  price  ceilings  on  young 
chickens  'hich  includes  '-'eight  classifications  from  broilers  to  light  capons. 
Such  increases  average  1  l/h  cents  per  pound  on  an  annual  basis  and  range 
from  0.r5  cent  to  1.6  cents  -oer  -oound,  defending  on  the  locality.  Effective 
date  of  the  increase  is  July  1.     The  OPA  will  very  shortly  revise  MPR  269 
(the  price  regulation  on  poultry)  which  will  -out  into  effect  ceiling  prices 
bas-^d  on  a  zoning  system    instead  of  ceilings  at  local  markets. 

Po.a. try  1,1  eat  Suopli_es  Increase 
Seasonally 

Marketings  of  chicKen  meat  (excluding  broilers)  are  increasing  season- 
ally.    During  ltyhh  the  distribution  of  sales  of  chickens  on  farms  by  Quarters 
was    as  follows:     First  quarter,  12.6  "oercent;   second  quarter,  22  percent; 
third  quarter,  35-^  percent;  and  fourth  quarter,  J>0  percent.     Although  re- 
ceipts are  increasing  seasonally,   they  are  far  behind  last  year.     At  the 
Midwest  Primary  Markets  for  the  ^  weeks  ending  March  17,  receipts  were  about 
on~-haif  of  the  corresponding    -eriod  of  19^-     However,  in  oeriodsof  short- 
agbs  as  at  present,  many  chickens  do  not  go  through  ordinary  market  channels. 

According  to  a      report  issued  by  the  State  of  Delaware,  broiler  output 
in  the  State  is  about  10  percent  above  last  year.     This  rate  of  increase 
probably  prevails  in  the  Del-llar-Va  oeninsular.     However,  little  of  this 
production  is  going  into  civilian  channels  oecause  of  War  Food  Order  he 
119,  which  pete  aside  for  sale  to  the  armed  forces  virtually  all  the  broilers 
produced  in  that  area. 

Although  March  1    storage  holdings  of  fowl  and  chickens,  at  81  million 
-pounds ,  were   <0  million  rounds  above  the  19 "55— 39  average,  probably  half  of 
this  year's  stocks  were  for  the  use  of  th<=-  armed  forces.     Commercial  suoplies 
in  cold  storage  -probably  were  at  the  lowest  level   in  2  decades.  Cold- 
storage  holdings  of  turkeys  were  large,  but  a  good  -oortion  was  -orobably  held 
by  the  Army.     Of  the  total  -poultr;'  holdings  of  18^  million  pounds,  more  than 
half  --  95  million  -oounds  —  was  Government  owned. 

Daily  Average  Eg;  Production 
8  Percent  3elow  Last  Year 

Farm  egg  Toroduction  during  February  averaged  lH  million  dozen  per  day, 
8  -oercent  be1  ow  the  daily  average  for  February  19UU.     However,  because  19^ 
was  a  leap  year,  total  egg  production  during  February  19^+5  was  11  -oercent 
less  than  a  year  earlier.     Accounting  for  the  8  oercent  decline  in  average 
daily  -production  was  the  same  r^rc-^ntage  decrease  in  the  average  number  of 
layers  on  farms  during  the  month. 
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-■  Although  thfeal  ; product  ion  was  11  percent  less  than  last  year,  .civilian 
e^g  consumption  during  February  and  probably  during  «arch  continued  at  a 
high  rate,  between  5  arL|i  10  percent  aboveilast  yeart     Supplies  of  eggs  for 
immediate  consumption  were  larger  than  last  year  because  of  decreases  in 
storing  and  egg-drying  activities,  compared  with  19  HH.     During  February  I9H5 
there  was  a  net  withdrawal  of  135>OCO  cases,  shell  egg  equivalent,  coinpared 
with  an  into-storage  movement  of  1.7  million  cases  during  February  19HH. 
Stocks  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  on  -•'arch  1  were  far  belov  last  year, -and 
commercial  stocks  were  about  the  'S-year  (19^5~39)  average. 

Table  3»~  Cold  storage  holdings  of  egg -products ,  United  States, 
March  1,  1935~39  average,  I9HH-H5 


Egg 
product 


Shell 
Frozen  2 
Dried  3 


March  1  average 
19^5-39 


1,000  cases 

163 
1,35S 


March  1,  I9HH 
total 
holdings  l/ 


1,000  cases 

2,00g 
2,629 
5,HS 


March  1,  19H5 
total  holdings 


1,000  cases 

52U 

2,277 
111,110 


: March  1,  19U5 
! non-3o v^rnment- 
owned 

holdings   

1,000  cases 

lHl 

i"^75 
.  H50 


1/  Includes  WF A  (formerly  FSCC)  holdings. 

2/  Case  equivalent ,  converted  on  basis  of  37-5  pounds  to  the  case. 
3/  Case  equivalent,  converted  on  basis  of  10  pounds  to  the  case. 


Eggs  utilized  in  drying  were  significantly  less  in  volume  during  February 
id  and  March  I9H5  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  19Hh.     Dried  eg^  production 
'in  February  totaled  lH  million  pounds,  12  million  pounds  less  than  in 
February  19HH  and  the  lov/est  February  dried  egg  production  since  19 Hi.  In- 
dications are  that  the  March  dried  egg  production  will  be  significantly  less 
than  last  year,  primarily  because  of  the  declines  in  purchases  by  War  Food 
Administration  for  Matron  delivery.     This  ye?.r  dried  egg  purchases  for  March 
delivery  by  "WFA  totaled  approximately  10  million  pounds,  about  half  of  the 
purchases  for  delivery  during  March  19HH. 

Mid-February  Farm  Price  of  Eggs 
at  '25-Year  Record 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  on  February  15  --  ^5-3 
cents  p^r  dozen  —  wafe  the  highest  February  price  received  since  1920.  This 
price  was  105  percent  of  parity  and  3-9  cent-  higher  than  the  previous 
February  15.     The  decline  from  mid-January,  13  percent,  however,  was  sharper 
than  usual. 


Tith  egg  prices  averaging  nearly  H  ccnts  above  last  year,  and  with  slightly 
lover. feed  prices,  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  has  become  very  favorable  to 
egg  producers.     Compared  with  a  long  time  av^rag*2,  the  mid-February  egg-feed 
ratio  was     8    percent  above  the  193!l-H3  average  and  1.7  points  hi -;her  than 
last  year. 
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Since  mid-February  wholesale  quotations  have  remained  at  ceiling  levels. 
Chicago  current  receipts  were  quoted  at  3U.U  cents  -per  dozen  on  Feburary  15, 
and  on  March  21  at  7>3«8  cents  per  dozen.    Although  suimlies  appear  to  be 
sufficient  to  meet  most  demands  th  re  have  been  some  indications  of  up- 
grading. 


Table 

U.-    TggsJ     Price  ~er  dozen  of  current 
Chicago  sold  by  first  receivers 
(Data  for  cover  "oage) 

receipts 

at 

t ear  and 
month 

SiOot  quotation,. 
,         per  dozen 

C p  1 1  i  .np*  ~nr i  rp 
■npr    H n  *7, pn 

.1)11 1  erence 

.spot  quotat 

'ceiling  -nri 
;  dozen 

:'  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

July  

t'U      '  37.5 

^7-5 

0. 

0 

August   t 

 3S.9-. 

39.7 

-0. 

8 

Septemb'-r  .... 

;            ho.  2 

Ul.U 

-1. 

2 

October   

1+2.1 

U2.2 

-0. 

1 

Govern. >er   

UU.2 

0. 

0 

December   

38: 5*  • 

 U3.I 

-u. 

6 

19UU 

January   

^•••  ••••33:6'  " 

40.  i 

-b . 

5 

February  ..... 

32.6 

38.2 

-5- 

6 

March   

30.8 

3U.9 

-u. 

1 

April  ........ 

29.9 

34.6 

-U. 

7 

May  

-5. 

U 

June   

:             32 . 1  •  -   . ■ 

3U.6 

-2. 

5 

July  

33.^ 

35.^ 

-2. 

0 

Augus  t   

^2.6 

38.  5 

-5. 

9 

September  .... 

.......  .  .35.-3  • 

M 

-6. 

0 

October   

38.5 

44.3 

-5. 

8 

November   

:  U2.U 

^5.9 

5 

December   

:              42. 5 

UU.2 

-1. 

7 

19^ 

January   

: 

^8.6 

-0. 

1 

February   

:  Th.l 

3U.7 

0. 

0 

March  l/   

33.8  . 

^3-8 

0. 

0 

between" 


■oer 


T7    Average  through  March  24. 
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index  of  special  subjects  discussed  in- the  poultry  and  egg-  situation, 
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19^2  Page  Issue 
Poultry  Products  and  Price  Control   k  February- 
Consumption  of  Poultry  Products  in  the  United  States,  1909-Ul..  10  April 

Poultry  Products  for  Lend-Lease  5  May 

Poultry  Product-Feed  Price  Ratios  Expressed  in  Terms  of  Feed...  :10  May 

Chicken  and  Turkey  as  Substitutes  for  Other  Meats   10  September 

What  the  19^3  Goals  Mean  to  the  Hatcherymen   '  15  December 

19V5  ;■■  ■ 

Parity  Prices  and  the  Poultryman   13  February 

Egg  and  Poultry  Production  in  Canada   12  May 

Price  Supports,  Price  and  Supply  Controls  for  Poultry 

and  Eggs,  April  3,  1 9^1- July  15,  I9H3   13  July 

Price  Supports,  Price  and  Supply  Controls  for  Poultry 

and  Eggs,  July  15  through  August  20,  19^3   •   1^  August 

Apparent  Disappearance  of  Shell  and  Frozen  Eggs  for  Civilians, 

United  States,  by  Months,  1925  to  19U3  ■  ■   15  October 

Maximum  Price  ,  and  Supply  Controls  for  Specified  Poultry  and  Egg 

Products,  issued  from  August  IB,.  19^3  through  October  21,  19^3  18  October 

Egg-Laying  Mash  Price  Ratios,    by  Regions,  19UI-U3    lU  November 

Maximum  Price  and  Supply  Controls  for  Specified  Poultry  and  Egg 

Products,  issued  from  Oct.  21,  19^3  through  Nov.  21,  19^3  •  •  •  l6  November 

Index  Numbers  of  Net  Disappearance  of  Birds  from  Laying  Flocks.  1^  December 

19 

Maximum  Price  and  Price  Controls  for  Specified  Poultry  and  Egg 

Products,  issued  from  March  21,  19UU  to  June  15,  I9UU   lU  June 

Acceptance  of  Dried  Egg  by  Chicago  Housewives   11  Auenist 

Margin  Between  Farm  and  Retail  Prices  of  Shell  Eggs   12  August 

Shell  Egg  Holdings  at  35  Markets  as  a  3asis  for  Estimating 

Total  Cold-Storage  Holdings    11  September 

Canada:     Production  and  Consumption  of  Poultry  Products,  19^0-^3  13  December 

1/  An  index  of  special  articles  published  in  The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation 
prior  to  19^2  is  given  in  the  January  19^-2  Situation. 


